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1. 


Area  (in  acres) 

4,294 

Population 

5,126 

No.  of  separate 

dwellings 

occupied 

1,423 

Rateable  Value 

1952 

£50,314 

Product  of  Id  Rate 

£204  e 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate  per  1000 

Live  Births 

estimated  population 

Legitimate 

68 

33 

35 

13,85 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate  per  1000 

Stillbirths 

estimated  population 

1 

1 

- 

.19 

Deaths  (all  causes)  78 

37 

41 

15.21 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ) 

Puerperal  & post  abortive  ) m t t 
Sepsis  ) ^ ^ 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ) 

Rate 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births  NIL 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  7 7 14 

Measles  (all  ages)  - - 

Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  - - 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ~ - - 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee? 


T.  PICKARD  (Chairman) 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health? 

W.H.P.  MINTO,  M.B.,  Ch,B.,  B.P.H,  (appointed 
23rd  April,  1952. ) 

Also  holds  appointments  of; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Stratton  Rural  District  Council, 

Launceston  Rural  District  Council, 
Launceston  Borough  Council, 
Camelford  Rural  District  Council. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  Area  No,  6 Cornwall 
County  Council. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Cornwall  County  Council. 


Sanitary  Inspector; 


P.  DURSTON,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I,A 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Bude-Stratton . 


3. 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1952. 

The  health  of  the  people  in  the  District,  as  far 
as  can  be  judged  by  vital  statistics  has  remained  satisfactory. 
It  is  important  that  too  much  weight  should  not  be  attached  to 
small  variations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  the  other, 
particularly  where  relatively  small  populations  are  involved  - 
attention  should  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates 
over  a period  of  years. 

This  yea.r  I have  included  Tables  showing  the  trends 
since  1948,  the  first  year  for  which  accurate  records  are 
available.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  pointed  out  that 
the  value  of  an  Annual  Report  of  this  type  is  largely  as 
“history".  Before  1939  most  Authorities  were  in  the  habit 
of  printing  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  this  practice  was  largely  discontinued  during  the  war 
because  of  paper  economies.  I find  that,  the  Annual  Report 
of  my  colleagues  elsewhere  are  again  being  printed,  and,  as 
I see  it,  this  practice  is  an  advantage  as  a more  permanent 
record  is  provided,  and  also,  a volume  which  can  be  used  for 
health  education  and  distribution  to  public  libraries  and 
various  organising  bodies  in  the  Area. 
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Very  few  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year  and  there  were  again  no  cases  of  Smallpox,  Diphtheria 
or  Poliomyelitis . 

AS  regards  the  Sanitary  circumstances.  The 
water  supply  at  Tamar  Lake  is  adequate  in  quantity  even  for 
the  large  increase  in  population  which  takes  place  during  the 
"season'*.  It  is  an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  the  Urban 
District  Council  has  no  control  over  the  catchment  area,  and 
it  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  an  adequate 
foolproof  chlorinating  plant  should  be  installed  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  During  1952,  in  the  months  of  July, 
August  and  September  there  were  many  complaints  about  shortage 
of  water  from  both  the  Urban  District  and  those  parts  outside 
it  which  are  supplied  by  the  Council  a.s  a water  undertaking. 

The  Council  is  alive  to  the  need  for  a ne?/  water  scheme  and 
plans  are  in  the  course  of  preparation  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  Report. 

It  is  a tribute  to  the  foresight  of  the  Councillors 
of  the  Urban  District  in  days  gone  by  that  they  provided  a 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  Bude  area  with  a sea  outfall  7/hich  is 
likely  to  be  adequate  for  all  time.  The  Stratton  Sewerage 
works,  on  the  other  hand,  is  completely  inadequate  to  dea-1 
with  the  present  volume  of  sewage  and  the  result  is  that 
practically  all  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  water  course. 
At  the  time  of  V7riting  this  report,  work  has  been  carried  out 
which  has  abated  this  nuisance.  The  ^fluent  of  the  sev/age 
works  at  Upton  is  virtually  an  open  sewer  and  a scheme  is 
bein^. 
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being  prepared  to  connect  the  properties  in  this  area  with  the 
Bade  sewer. 

The  Council’s  record  with  regard  to  housing  is 
creditable,  85  permanent  houses  having  been  completed  since 
1946,  with  11  more  in  the  course  of  completion  at  31st  December, 
1952.  While  there  is  only  a small  number  of  unfit  houses  in 
the  Bude  and  Poughill  Wards,  the  old  town  of  Stratton  v\rhich  now 
comprises  the  Stratton  Y/ard , contains  a great  many  houses  which 
now  comprises  the  Stratton  Ward, 

which  are  quite  unfit  for  human  habitc.tion  and  which  cannot  be 

made  so  fit  at  reasonable  cost.  Stratton  is  a picturesque 

old  town  3,nd  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  Council  start 

will 

slum  clearance  in  this  area,  they/plan  a careful  programme 
which  will  both  preserve  the  appearance  of  the  area  and  also 
allow  for  re-development  on  site  as  well  as  the  re-conditioning 
of  those  houses  which  can  be  made  fit.  I cannot  stress  too 
strongly  the  need  for  early  action  in  this  area,  not  only 
because  such  action  is  the  Council's  clear  statutory  duty  but 
also  because  otherwise,  Bude  being  a popular  resort,  there  is 
a danger  that  the  hovels  which  become  empty  will  be  filled  by 
most  undesirable  tenants  from  outside  the  District  v/hose  re- 
housing will,  in  time,  become  the  duty  of  the  Urban  District 
Council , 

Since  taking  up  this  appointment  in  April,  1952,  I 
have  been  impressed  by  the  close  integration  of  District  Council 
and  local  Health  Authority  'work  in  this  area  which  is  made 
possible  by  the  type  of  appointment  where  one  individual  is 
responsible/ 
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responsible  for  the  administration  of  all  the  preventive  Ser 
vices  in  the  Area.  The  only  improvement  which  can  be  en- 
visaged would  be  a closer  link  with  the  Hospital  Services, 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  gratitude  for  the  co-operation  I have  received  from  the 
General  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District.  I wish  to 
thank  Mr,  Jurston  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  has  given 
me  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  A.t  the  same  time 
I take  personal  responsibility  for  any  opinions  expressed 
therein , 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  by  appreciation 
of  the  help  and  encouragement  I have  received  from  the 
Council  and  in  particular  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  during  the  year, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.H.P.  MINTO., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1953. 
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SECTION  A, 


( . 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions , 


Area  (in  acres)  4,294*  The  Urban  District  of  Bade -Stratton 
is  partly  a health  and  seaside  resort  and  partly  agricultural  in 
character.  It  is  bounded  at  its  Western  extremity  by  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  the  coastline  in  this  particular  part  of  North  Cornwall 
running  almost  due  North  and  South , 

I'l'hilst  the  hinterland  is  undulating  and  hilly  in  character, 
contour  heights  seldom  rise  above  500  feet,  and  this  no  doubt, 
is  in  part  the  explanation  for  the  exceedingly  moderate  rainfall 
figures  (Average  annual  rainfall  for  20  years  33.74"),  which,  in 
view  of  exposure  to  the  prevailing  South  Westerly  winds,  might 
be  expected  to  be  considerably  higher.  The  District  enjoys  a very 
equable  climate,  the  lowest  monthly  average  temperature  for  1952 
being  36.6  degrees  Fahrenheit,  Snow  is  a rarity,  and  the  average 
annual  sunshine  figure  for  20  years  is  1629.7  hours. 

Population,  The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  popu- 
lation for  the  mid-year  1952  to  be  5,126  compared  with  5,254  in 
the  previous  year.  The"natural  increase"in  the  population  is  an 
excess  of  births  over  deaths.  In  1952  there  were  71  births  and 
78  deaths  - 7 fewer  births  than  deaths. 


Deaths  - The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District 
for  tFie  year  was  78  compared  with  96  in  1951.  The  crude  death 
rate  based  on  the  mid-year  population  was  15.21  compared  with  18.27 
in  the  previous  year.  The  following  table  has  been  compiled  for 
comparison  with  previous  years? 

Years  Total  Male  Female  Recorded  Rate 


1948 

82 

30 

52 

15.86 

1949 

88 

29 

59 

16.90 

1950 

87 

59 

48 

16.45 

1951 

96 

39 

57 

18.27 

1952 

78 

37 

41 

15.21 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  with  the 
mortality  for  England  and  Vfales  it  is  necessary  to  make  a correction 
to  allow  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two 
populations.  This  is  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of 
the  District  an  "Area  Comparability  Factor’*  which  has  been  estim- 
ated by  the  Registrar  General  as  0.73  for  this  District, 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  11.1  v;hich  may  be 
compared  with  that  of  11.3  for  England  and  Wales, 

Births  - The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  was 
71  compared  with  73  in  1951.  The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  popu- 
lation is  13.85.  When  the  Registrar  General's  Area  Comparability 
Factor  for  births  (1,09)  is  applied  to  this  figure,  the  Standard- 
ised Birth  Rate  of  15.09  for  this  District  compares  with  15.3  for 
England  and  Wales . 
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Stillbirths . The  number  of  stillbirths  during  1952  was  1. 

Illegitimate  Births  - There  were  3 illegitimate  births 
assigned  to  the  District  during  the  year,  1 male  and  2 fe- 
males, compared  with  4 in  1951.  Shown  as  a proportion  of 
the  total  number  of  live  births  this  represents  4.2  per  cent. 

Maternal  Mortality  - No  case  of  death  during  pregnancy  has 
been  recorded. 

Infant  Mortality  - The  number  of  infants  who  died  before 
reaching  their  first  birthday  weis  RIB,  a figure  upon  which 
it  is  impossible  to  improve. 


MORTALITY  T;\BL3 


9» 


Classified  in  accord^ince  \Ni.th  36  heL'.dings 
based  on  the  Abbrevi,\ted  List  of  the 
International  Statistical  Glassifications 
of  Liseases,  In,iuries  and  Causes  of  Lt^ath  1948. 

Cause  of  Leath 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiritory 

3 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

— 

4. 

diphtheria 

- 

- 

3, 

V/ho oping  Gough 

- 

— 

6 . 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

- 

— 

To 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

- 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  p:irasitic  diseases 

- 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplism,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  Lymph  it ic  neoplasms 

2 

4 

6 

15. 

Le ukaemi :i , ale ukaemica 

— 

— 

— 

16 , 

diabetes 

a. 

_ 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

6 

12 

18. 

Coronary  diseiso,  angina 

6 

4 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

1 

4 

20 . 

Otner  heart  disease 

4 

11 

15 

21. 

Other  circul.it ory  disoc.ise 

2 

1 

3 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

* 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

5 

9 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  -accidents 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

- 

— 

37 


41 


78 
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SSGTION  3. 


10. 


General  provision  of  Health  Services  in  Eude-Stratton  U.3. 


General  Medical  Services. 

1.  General  Practitioners  - The  bulk  of  the  population  is  pro- 
vided with  general  medical  services  under  Part  4 of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  1946  by  the  General  Practitioners  resident  in 
the  District; 

Doctors  Holtby  and  Morgan,  '^Sunnybank'' , Bude. 

Doctor  G.H.C.  Byrne,  Ocean  View  Road,  Bude. 

Doctor  P.J.  Corser,  Broadclose  Hill,  Bude, 

Some  District  patients  are  cared  for  by  doctors  resident  in  ad- 
joining districts. 

2.  Dental  Practitioners  - the  following  are  resident  in  the 
District; 


D.K.  Ridler,  12  Belle  Vue,  Bude. 

W.N,  Trays,  3 Dovms  View,  Bude. 

S.W.  Whateley  & Sons,  Trevelver,  Belle  Vue,  Bude. 

Adequate  provisions  are  made  in  the  town  for  pharmaceutical 
services. 

Midwifery  and  Horne  Nursing  - Midwifery  Services  in  the  District  are 
provided  by  (1)  the  family  doctor  - ante  and  post-natal  care  and 
home  confinements,  (ii)  the  County  Council  - District  midwives, 
(iii)  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  hospitals  for  delivery  and 
tre atment . 

The  County  Council  provides  nurse  midwives  who  attend  general 
nursing  and  midwifery  cases  in  the  home. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  staff  for  an  ante-natal 
clinic  held  at  The  Castle  Green,  Launceston,  for  mothers  who  may 
be  admitted  to  hospital  on  medical  grounds  for  their  confinement. 

In  1952  Old  Tree  Maternity  Horae  was  opened  and  it  is  avail- 
able for  those  mothers  whose  homes  are  considered  unsuitable  for 
domiciliary  confinement.  Trebarras  Nursing  Home,  Liskeard,  is 
also  still  available  for  this  purpose. 

Health  Visiting.  The  County  Council  continues  to  provide  a Health 
Visiting  Service.  The  Nurse  Midwives  are  responsible  for  health 
visiting  in  the  District  and  are  specially  trained  in  the  care  of 
the  mother  and  young  child.  They  are  available  to  give  advice  on 
health  matters  in  the  home  or  at  the  Clinic  and  also  act  as  school 
nurses. 
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Home  Help  Service  - The  Home  Help  Service  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  and  there  is  a local  Home  Help  Organiser  in 
Bude . 

Ambulance  Service  » The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
Ambulance  Service  the  day  to  day  administration  of  which  is 
carried  out  from  the  Health  Area  Office. 

Hospital  Gar  Service  - '’Utilecon'*  sitting  case  ambulances  are 
used  for  conveying  the  majority  of  sitting  cases  and  when  it 
is  appropriate  some  such  cases  are  carried  by  Hospital  Car 
Service . 

School  Health  - The  County  Council  provides  an  extensive  school 
health  service.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  capacity 
of  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  carries  out  routine  and 
special  examinations  of  the  children  and  schools  and  immunisa- 
tion . 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  - A fortnightly  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is 
held  at  The  Castle,  Bude.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
in  attendance  in  his  capacity  as  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer . 

Dental  Clinic  - In  June  1952  a School  Dentist  was  appointed  to 
be  based  at  Launceston  and  he  works  at  the  County  Council  Den- 
tal Clinic  in  The  Castle,  Bude,  on  one  day  each  week.  This 
should,  in  time,  overcome  the  results  of  the  lack  of  a dental 
service  for  school  children  which  was  mentioned  in  my  Report  for 
1951. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic  - In  the  past,  a Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
for  school  and  pre-school  children,  has  been  provided  by  the 
Cornwall  County  Council  at  the  Health  Area  Office,  Launceston, 
but  during  the  year  under  review,  no  sessions  have  been  held 
because  of  difficulty  in  securing  the  appointment  of  a Speech 
Therapist.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  an  appointment 
will  be  made,  and  thus  this  valuable  v;ork  will  be  resumed. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  - The  Regional  Hospital  Board  Eye  Specialist 
holds  an  Lye  Clinic  for  school  children  and  children  under 
school  age  at  The  Castle,  Bude.  This  Clinic  is  arranged  as 
and  when  a suitable  number  of  children  become  available. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  - Also  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  at  The  Castle,  Bude,  is  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  held  weekly. 

Out-patients*  Clinics  - Out-patient  facilities  are  available 
at  Stratton  Gotlage  Hospital  for  Medical,  Surgical,  Gynaecolo- 
gical, and  Bar,  Nose  and  Throat  patients.  The  Regional  Hos- 
pital Board  also  provides  Out-patients  Clinics  at  The  Launceston 
Hospital  for  Medical,  Surgical,  Gynaecological,  Skin,  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  and  Tuberculosis  patients.  A physiotherapy  Clinic 
is  available  at  the  Tavistock  and  Holsworthy  Hospitals.  A 
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A psychiatric  Clinic  is  held  at  the  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall 
Hospital,  as  is  slIso  a Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

Chronic  Sick  - Accommodation  is,  available  for  chronic  sick  cases 
at  St,  Mary's  Hospital,  Launceston,  and  limited  Part  III  accommo- 
dation is  also  provided  there  for  those  cases  who  come  under  the 
care  of  the  l/elfare  Authority  (Cornwall  County  Council).  The 
Bude  Old  Peoples  Home  which  is  managed  by  a voluntary  Committee, 
provides  accommodation  for  old  people. 

Hospitals  - The  District  is  served  by  Stratton  Cottage  Hospital 
and  pat ients  are  admitted  to  the  following  hospitals  in  Plymouth, 
prince  of  »ifales,  Mount  Gold,  South  Devon  & Hast  Cornwall,  Royal 
Albert  (Devonport),  Alexandra  Maternity  a.nd  the  Royal  Eye  In- 
firmary. The  Scott  Isolation  Hospital  a,dmits  cases  of  in- 

fectious diseases.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  requiring  sanatorium 
treatment  are,  as  a rule,  admitted  to  Didworthy  or  Tehidy  Sana- 
toria. 

Mental  Health  - Patients  from  the  District  who  require  hospital 
care  and/or  treatment  for  mental  illness  are  admitted  either  to 
St.  Lav/rences  Hospital , Bodmin,  Lanwel  House,  Bodmin  or  Moorfields 
Hospital,  Ivybridge. 

After-care  is  a function  of  the  County  Council, 

Laboratory  facilities  - The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Dix's 
Field,  Exeter,  is  the  easiest  of  access  and  it  renders  valuable 
service  towards  the  detection  and  prevention  of  spread  of 
diseases  in  the  District. 
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sanitary  Q ircums't.ance  s of  the  DistrlGt. 

lyater  Supplies  - The  source  of  supply  of  water  for  most  of  the  Urban 
District  and  parts  of  the  adjoining  Rural  District  is  an  impounding 
Reservoir  at  Tamar  Lake.  This  lake,  which  has  a gathering  ground 
of  3,900  acres,  over  which  the  average  rainfall  is  47",  contains 
when  full  120_^million  gallons  of  water.  From  Tamar  Lake  the  water 
is  conveyed  4|  miles  by  canal  to  the  filtration  works  at  Vealand. 
This  canal  was  formerly  the  -property  of  the  old  Bude  Ganal  Company 
but  was  purchased  by  the  Urban  District  Council  v^^hen  it  fell  into 
disuse , 

The  filtration  works  comprise  two  sets  of  three  filter  beds 
each,  of  the  slow  sand  filtration  variety.  The  original  filters 
built  in  1901,  consist  of  three  beds,  each  of  1462  sq.  ft.,  and  a 
clear  v/ater  collection  tank  of  35,000  gallons  capacity,  as  time 
went  on  these  were  found  to  be  inadequate,  and  in  1930  a further 
three  beds,  each  of  1600  sq.  ft.  v/ith  a clear  water  collection 
tank  of  23,750  gallons  were  added. 

The  water  from  the  old  filters  is  conveyed  towards  Bude  by  an 
8*‘  main,  and  from  the  new  filters  by  a 7"  main.  Chlorine  is  injected 
into  each  main  separately  after  leaving  the  filters,  by  means  of  a 
Candy  controlled  flow  chlorine  injector.  The  8"  main  from  the 
filters  continues  7,670  ft.  to  Grimscott , v;here  it  decreases  to  a 
6"  main  for  6,380  feet  to  Leigh,  where  is  situated  a stor  igc 
reservoir  of  98,000  gallons  capacity,  at  present  not  in  use. 

The  7"  main  continues  in  that  diameter  the  v;hole  of  the  dis- 
tance of  14,050  feet  to  Leigh.  From  Leigh  both  mains  continue  to 
the  distribution  area  of  6’"  mains, 

A further  storage  reservoir  of  50,000  gallons  cap;  at  present 
in  disuse,  was  constructed  a.t  Billhead  in  1930, 

As  noted  in  my  report  for  1951,  the  present  filtration, 
storage  and  distribution  facilities  are  inadequate  to  meet  peak 
demands . 

At  a meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  held  in  November, 
1952,  it  was  decided  to  unde rt -ike  the  following  improvement; 

(1)  two  prefiltration  tanks,  and  a set  of  three  additional 
slow  sand  filters  at  Veala,nd, 

(2)  Connection  of  the  new  7'*  main  to  Leigh  Reservoir,  with 
a new  6"  main  direct  to  Billhead  Storage  Reservoir  ?/ith 
the  object  of  supplying  the  low  level  area  from  this 
source . 

(5)  A new  4"  ma.in  from  St^imford  Hill  to  Inches  Shop  (the 

highest  point  on  the  distribution  area),  with  a high  level 
storage  reservoir  of  40,000  gallons  capacity;  and  a bore- 
hole v;ell  and  submersible  pump  at  Inches  Shop. 
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These  additions,  when  completed,  will  undoubtedly  enhance  the 
supply  to  the  most  adversely  affected  parts  of  the  area.  It 
must  be  stated  that  these  can  only  be  regarded  as  the  preliminary 
steps  in  a major  project, 


T Regarding  the  purity  of  the  vvater,  samples  are  taken  refi:u“ 
larly  by  the  Council’s  Sanitarj.  Inspector,  and  the  results  passed 
on  to  the  i/ater  engineer  for  information  and  adjustment  of  filters 
or  chlorination  plant  as  necessary,  it  will  be  noted  from  the 
table  appended  below  that  the  bacteriological  purity  of  the  water 
showed  a marked  deterioration  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

+ taken  for  chemical  analyses,  and  the  reports  * showed 

that  these  samples  show  no  evidence  of  any  pollution  from  such 
source  as  domestic  sewage...  the  water  has  a notable  content  of 
dissolved  humus  of  vegetation.  This  organic  humus  absorbs  free 
chlorine  very  rapidly  and  if  the  dose  added  to  the  water  is  too 
small  the  whole  of  the  chlorine  is  likely  to  be  absorbed  before 

sterilised...  in  neither  case  does  the 
afford  evidence  that  the  supply  has  suffered 
pollution  subsequent  to  purification  treatment'*. 


rate  of  chlorination  was  stepped 


Following  these  reports  the 

up  and  the  filter  beds  treated,  I submit  that  these  reports 
underline  the  need  for  an  automatic  chlorinating  plant; 


Date  of  sample  IVhere  taken 


Pathologist’s  Report  & Remarks, 


1.  1.  52 

tt 

I! 

29.  1.  52 

tt 


It 


5.  2. 

It 

52 

4.  3. 

n 

52 

7.  4. 

It 

52 

It 

22.  4. 

it 

52 

It 

9.  6, 

It 

52 

tt 

12.  6. 
24.  6. 

52 

52 

New  filters,  Vealand, 
Old  ” » 

Hillhead  Estate 
New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  " II 


Satisfactory , 

ri 

tt 

Gross  bacterial  pollution 


The  Castle,  Bude , 

New  Filters,  Vealand 
Old  " " 

New  " '» 

Old  " 'I 

Glencote,  Creathorne 
New  Filters,'  Vealand 
Old  ■'  11  ■ 

The  Castle,  Bude, 

New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  " 


(filters  cleaned  & check 
samples  taken  following  week) 
Satisfactory , 

It 

ti 

if 

ft 

Rd.Bude.  " 

rr 

If 

{i 

It 

n 


House,  Fore  St,  Stratton 
hew  Filters,  Vealand  ” 

Old  " " II 

Hillhead  Estate  n 

The  Castle,  Bude.  i» 

New  filters,  Vealand  i* 
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24.6.52 

It 

14.7.52 

it 

18.8.52 
!» 

it 


27.8.52 

it 

tf 

30.9.52 

It 

It 


21.10.52 

tt 

It 

28.10.52 

it 

II 

1.12.52 

II 

it 

10.12.52 

If 

It 

16.12.52 

17.12.52 

18.12.52 

30.12.52 

It 

It 


New  Filters,  Vealand. 
Old  " '• 

The  Castle,  Bade. 

New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  " 

Hillhead  Estate 
New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  '* 

The  Castle,  Bade. 


New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  '•  " 

The  Castle,  Bade. 

New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  *»  " 

Longclose,  Stratton. 


New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  '•  " 

The  Castle,  Bade. 


New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  " 

The  Castle,  Bade. 

New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  " " 

Hillhead  Estate 


NeviT  filters,  Vealand 

Old  '»  " 

Hillhead  Estate 


Hillhead  Estate 

tr  i» 

It  It 


New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  « " 

The  Castle,  Bade, 


Satisfactory , 

IT 

It 

It 

It 

if 

Some  faecal  coli  present. 
Considerable  bacterial  con- 
tamination . 

H If  If  fl 

(Rate  of  chlorination  temp,’ 
increased.  Sample  s taken 
following  week. ) 

Sat isfactory . 

Considerable  improvement  on 
previous  report. 

Satisfactory, 

n 

W 

Moderate  degree  of  bacterial 
contam.  (thought  to  be  due  to 
purely  local  conditions  in  view 
of  results  of  other  samples). 
Satisfactory . 

If 

No.  of  bacteria  high,  but  no 
vaecal  coli  present . (Further 
samples  taken  following  week). 
Satisfactory . 

ft 

If 

Considerable  bacterial  contam. 

It  It  It 

Gross  bacterial  pollution.  Quite 
unfit  for  drinking. (Rate  of 
chlorin:  increased). 

Slight  improvement  but  some 
faecal  coli  present. 

If  It  If  il  ft 

Mod. deg. of  bact . contam, part  due 
to  organisms  of  excretal  original. 
Unsat  is. for  treated  water  Further 
daily  check  samples  taken). 

Min, of  Health  Cl .11 . No . fae cal 

coli . 

'*  ” ” III. Faecal  coli 

2 per  100  ml. 

Min. of  Health  Cl. IV.  Unsat  is. 
(Reports  of  chemical  analyses 
reed,  as  reported  above.  Rate 
of  chlorination  adjusted  accor- 
dingly. ) . 

Satisfactory . 

A few  organisms  present. 
Satisfactory . 
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MOTS;  Samples  taken  from  the  filters  are  filtered  but  otherv/ise 
untreated  waters.  All  other  samples  are  filtered  and  chlorinated 
waters , 


SBY®RAGS  & SB  WAGS  OISPOSAL. 


Bude , The  sewe.rage  of  the  Bude  V/ard  is  of  relatively  recent 
origin , and  is  generally  in  good  condition.  The  sev;:ige  is  dis- 
posed of  by  means  of  a sea  outfall  under  Compass  point  and  South 
of  the  main  beaches  with  a storage  sewer  of  197  million  gallons 
capacity,  and  outgo  below  Low  Water  Mark  of  Ordinary  Spring  Tides. 
The  se\¥age  is  normally  disch'^irged  at  half  ebb  tide  twice  daily, 
by  opening  a pen-stock  valve  near  the. point  of  outgo.  The  system 
works  very  satisfactorily. 

Stratton.  The  sewerage  system  of  the  Stratton  Ward  is  old,  and 
as  has'been  found  when  exposure  of  certain  lengths  became  necessary, 
in  poor  condition  generally 5 with  an  inadequate  number  of  manholes 
and  other  means  of  inspection.  A scheme  was  proposed  for  relaying 
these  sewers,  but  this  has  never  been  brought  into  operation. 

This  scheme  becomes  progressively  more  necessary,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  it  will  not  have  to  be  postponed  indefinitely, 

A sewer  diversion  scheme  has  been  prepared,  and  will  be  put 
into  operation  early  in  1953,  for  conveying  the  combined  sewage 
from  Spicers  Lane  to  the  existing  manhole  in  Field  Ord . Wo.  331, 

3.W,  of  the  voluntary  Primary  School,  thus  obviating  two  almost 
right-angle  bends  and  the  necessity  to  travel  along  the  very  flat 
portion  of  the  existing  sewer  from  the  junction  of  Spicers  Lane/ 
Ho?\?elis  Road  to  the  Leat  Lane,  These  bends  and  lack  of  f..ill  have 
in  the  past  given  rise  to  back  flow  and  flooding  during  over- 
loading in  storm  periods,  and  the  proposed  straight  length  Yiill 
rectify  this  trouble. 

The  scheme  for  improving  the  sev/age  disposal  works  at 
Stratton  has  been  put  into  operation  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will 
be  completed  early  in  1953. 

The  existing  works  comprise  inadequate  settling  tanks,  in  a 
poor  state  of  repa-ir,  and  an  unsatisfactory  method  of  land  irriga- 
tion. The  scheme  now  in  progress  will  produce  adequate  means  of 
dealing  with  the  storm  water  overflow,  a detritus  chamber,  pre- 
settlement tanks  and  new  orreconstructed  settlement  tanks  arranged 
to  operate  two  at  a time,  with  diversion  chambers  and  duplicate 
tanks  which  can  be  operated  ‘ilternatively  to  facilitate  the 
removal  of  sludge j and  an  improved  system  of  land  irrigation. 

There  C3,n  be  no  doubt  that  the  effluent  from  the  works,  will 
be  of  considerably  higher  standard  when  the  work  is  completed, 

Poughill . Prior  to  1951  the  only  sewerage  system  in  Poughill, 
with  the  exception  of  the  small  Moor  Gross  scheme,  v?as  a small 
one  serving  17  premises,  v/ith  an  inadequate  and  ineffective 
septic  tank  type  of  treatment  plant.  The  remainder  of  the 
houses  vvere  served  either  by  cesspools,  which  were  nearly  all 
defective,  and  some  inadequate,  or  by  pail  closets. 
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The  new  Poughill  sev^erage  scheme,  commenced  in  1951  was  com- 
pleted in  the  year  under  review.  This  involved  the  laying  of  a 9«' 
sev/er  from  a point  on  the  existing  manhole  North  East  of  Plexbury 
Garage  2,127  yards,  to  the  last  manhole  on  the  existing  sewer 
already  mentioned  above,  by  Poughill  Village  Hall,  and  continuing 
from  the  existing  manhole  outside  St,  Olaf's  Church  to  a point 
above  St,  Nectans  in  6”  sev/er  for  a distance  of  340  yards,  with 
an  extension  from  the  manhole  in  Field  Ord.  No.  155  to  a point  on 
the  roadway  Poughill/Moor  Cross,  opposite  Trelana,  This  system 
thus  becomes  part  of  the  Bude  system,  and  discharges  into  the  sea 
outfall  already  described. 

The  completion  of  the  scheme  has  brought  about  the  abolition 
of  seven  cess  pits  serving  nine  houses,  eleven  pail  closets,  and 
diverted  17  premises  from  the  old  sewer.  In  addition  one  new 
property  has  been  connected.  Eight  properties  remain  unconnected, 
all  of  Y/hich  have  cess  pits,  with  the  exception  of  one  pr^il  closet; 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  work  will  obviate  many  of  the 
nuisances  v/hich  were  prevalent  formerly, 

Upton  - This  hamlet  is  drained  to  a septic  tank  or  cesspit  of 
doiibiful  construction  which  is  completely  inadequate  for  the  tcCsk 
which  it  is  required  to  perform.  It  is  proposed  to  connect  these 
properties  to  the  Bude  system. 

Prevention  of  Bcamage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  employs  a full-time  Rodent  Operator  trained  in  the 
methods  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries;  the  administr 
tive  side  of  the  v/ork  being  the  responsibility  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  take  formal  proceedings 
under  the  Act,  owing  to  the  high  degree  of  co-operation  displayed 
by  property  owners  and  tenants.  In  addition  to  private  and  busine 
premises  the  Operator  has  treated  all  Council  properties  regularly 
and  once  again  the  sev/erage  systems  hfive  been  found  to  be  remark- 
ably free  from  infestation. 

i'i/here  ever  possible  the  anti -coagulant  ;Varfarin  is  being  used,  and 
whilst  the  initial  treatment  takes  more  time  the  degree  of  success 
has  been  found  to  be  so  great  that  ultimately  both  time  and 
materials  are  SLived  in  the  following-up  treatments. 

Warfarin  has  been  found  particularly  useful  where  it  has  been  knov/n 
that  old  and  "poison  shy"  rata  were  present,  as  the  poison  has  not 
been  found  in  any  case  to  develop  an  allergy. 


No,  of  survey  visits  by  the  Rodent  Operator 
No.  of  treatments 
No,  of  revisits 


420 

524 

986 


The  number  of  revisits  is  high  due  to  the  need  for  "topping  up" 
with  v/arfarin.  Many  of  these  visits  involve  only  a few  minutes, 
and  a very  small  quantity  of  material;  but  assist  in  preventing 
re -infestation. 
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rJoveable  Dvvellin^i:s . 

There  are  in  the  area  four  licenced  camping  sites j one 
of  which  has  a permanent  licence,  having  been  established 
before  the  pa.ssing  of  the  Town  d Country  Planning  ^..ct;  the 
remaining  three  being  licenced  for  the  summer  months  only. 

In  general  the  sta.ndard  of  cleanliness  is  high,  the  occupiers 
of  the  sites  being  conscientious  and  co-oper:it  ive . xtefuse 
is  collected  during  the  season  by  the  Council's  refuse  lorry 
a.t  the  times  of  normal  collection  for  the  respective  areas. 

One  of  the  sites  possesses  a water-  carriage  system  of 
drainage  and  the  remainder  hrave  closets  of  the  llsp-n  type 
the  contents  of  v/hich  are  suitably  disposed  of  by  the 
respective  occupiers  of  the  sites. 

Up  to  the  present  no  licences  have  been  gr'inted  for 
individual  m o ve  ab  1 e d vve  1 1 i ngs  . 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  majority  of  the  roads  in  the  area  are  now  under  the 
control  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council,  but  the  work  of 
street  cleansing  is  carried  out  mainly  by  the  Urbo.n  District 
Council's  staff.  This  work  is  re-charged  to  the  County 
Council  where  applicable. 

xiefuse  collection  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  throughout 
the  district,  the  majority  of  which  is  fortunate  in  enjoying 
a collection  twice  weekly;  the  more  out-lying  and  inaccessible 
p.arts  receiving  attention  once  weekly.  The  vehicle  employed 
is  an  o.  d D.  -’'Ghelsea”  ’'W"  type  fore  and  raft  tipper,  with 
side  lo'ading  facilities,  auid  a capacity  of  11,3  cu.yds.  It 
is  operated  by  a driver  and  loader. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping,  the  tip 
currently  in  use  being  situated  at  Tiscott  /ood  on  the  main 
B ude/Kilkha.rnpt on  road.  This  tip  is  worked  'and  mp.intained  by 
one  full-time  attendant,  who  discharges  his  duties  in  an 
efficient  and  capable  manner, 

Terminp.1  disinfection  is  c irried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Danit.iry  Inspector,  by  the  use  of  gaseous  f orm.aldehyde , 
.<here  such  a service  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Kealth  no  charge  is  m '-de , but  where  requested  by  the  house- 
holder, and  not  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
He.ilth  strictly  necessary,  a small  fee  is  levied. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 

No  certificate  under  Section  47  of  this  net  was  submitted 
to  the  Council  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  \7as  authorised  by  the  Council  to 
take  immediate  action  to  obtain  removal  orders  under  Section 
47  of  the  National  .assistance  Act  1948,  as  amended  by  the 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act  1951  <> 

The  type  of  case  involved  in  such  action  comprises  persons 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  diseases  or,  being  aged,  infirm 
or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions 
and  una.ble  to  devote  themselves  or  obtain  proper  care  and 
attention . 

ns  a result  of  the  decision  of  the  Council  it  should  be 
possible  in  future  to  expedite  the  removal  of  any  such  case 
to  a place  of  sa.fety. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  Council  was  called  upon, 
as  provided  by  Section  50  of  this  Act,  to  arrange  for  the 
burial  of  one  person  - an  unindent if led  body  washed  up  by 
the  sea. 
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Hou_sin^. 

Luring  the  year  under  review,  3 bungalows  only  were 
completed.  This  was  due  to  difficulty  in  securing  tenders 
from  contractors  and  the  Council  has  had  to  give  serious 
consideration  to  the  possibility  of  building  by  direct  labour 
in  order  to  ease  the  situation  - a proposal  which  was  discouraged 
by  the'  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government . 

The  Council’s  post-war  housing  programme  was  commenced  in  the 
latter  half  of  1946  and  since  that  time  four  houses  have  been 
constructed  at  Berries  Mount,  4 at  Moor  Gross,  Poughill,  68  at 
Hillhead  Estate  and  9 at  Berries  Avenue  - a total  of  85  dv/ollings , 

The  site  works  for  the  first  stage  of  the  Berries  Avenue 
Levelopment  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  the  prospect  for 
1953  is  more  optimistic.  On  31st  Lecember,  1952,  there  wore  in 
the  course  of  erection? 

Berries  Avenue  - 1 block  of  3 bungalows, 

1 block  of  2 bungalows, 

1 block  of  4 houses, 

1 block  of  2 houses. 

This  gives  a total  of  11  dwellings  and  an  additional  tender  was 
approved  for  the  erection  of  a block  of  three  houses  on  a site 
originally  intended  for  a communal  hall  at  the  Hillhead  Estate; 
work  was  expected  to  commence  early  in  January,  1953. 

The  Council  has  shown  during  this  post-war  period  a quite 
natural  tendency  to  select,  where  possible,  the  need  being 
approximately  equal,  "Good  Tenants"  for  the  new  houses.  The 
result  is  that  many  of  the  poorer  type  of  properties  in  the 
District, in  Stratton  in  part icular , are  becoming  to  an  increasing 
extent,  occupied  by  less  desirable  tenants.  Some  of  these 
tenants  may  be,  by  the  Council's  existing  standards,  virtually 
ineligible  for  new  Council  houses  because  of  their  reputation 
for  poverty,  uncleanliness  or  immorality.  The  fact  remains  that 
if,  as  it  must  bu , slum  clearance  is  seriously  considered  in  the 
near  future,  it  is  the  character  of  houses  themselves  and  not 
the  people  who  are  living  in  them  that  must  be  the  first  consider- 
ation. In  other  words,  because  an  "undesirable"  family  happens 
to  live  in  an  unfit  house,  that  unfit  house  cannot  be  allowed 
to  block  the  planned  clearance  :and  development  of  the  Area,  a 
case  has  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year  which  emphasises 
this  point  and  the  Council  still  has  to  decide  in  that  case  of  an 
individual  unfit  house,  of  which  there  v;ill  be  many  others  in  the 
future,  whether  the  tena.nt  and  his  housekeeper  are  to  be  rehoused 
by  the  Council  or  the  appropriite  Section  of  the  Housing  Act  is 
to  be  implemented  with  all  its  legal  significance  a.nd  the  in- 
dividual tenants  evicted  by  obtaining  an  . Order  from  the  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  1 submit  that  these  are  the  only  two 
course  s/ 
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courses  open  to  the  Council  a.fter  a demolition  Order  has  been 
made.  In  this  connection,  it  seems  that  when  plans  for  Slum 
Clearance  are  commenced  one  Committee  should  deal  v/ith  all 
aspects  of  housing  and  particularly  with  the  building  of  new 
houses  of  suitable  size  and  the  letting  of  these  houses  to 
tenants  who  are  rendered  homeless  by  the  Council's  action. 

At  present  slum  clearance  action  is  considered  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee  a.nd  letting  is  by  a.  sub -committee  of  the 
Housing  Committee, 

Slum  clearance  is  in  no  way  helped  by  the  a.ttitude  of  the 
County  Council  with  regard  to  tempor'xry  accommodation  for 
evicted  families.  The  County  Council  has  decided  that  it 
v;ill  no  longer  provide  temporary  accommodation  for  tenants 
v/ho  are  evicted  from  Council  houses.  This  increases  the 
reluctance  of  a,  district  Council  to  rehouse  undesirable 
tenants  as  it  is  felt  that  it  now  becomes  virtually  impossible 
to  evict  or  indeed  to  control  them.  It  seems  too  tha.t  there  is 
a danger  that  these  restrictions  will  be  extended  to  apply 
to  those  people  who  are  evicted  from  their  homes  as  a result 
of  a statutory  action  by  the  Council,  :ind  while  these 
suggestions  should  be  resisted  to  the  utmost,  I must  point 
out  that  in  the  pa,st  many  district  Councils  have  not  been 
very  co-operative  in  providing  permanent  housing  accommoda- 
tion for  these  unfortunate  individuals  who  have  had  to  be 
provided  with  tempor-iry  accommodation  by  the  County  Council, 

The  answer  lies  I feel  sure  as  it  so  often  does  in  these 
matters,  in  either  co-oper:it ion  between  the  authorities  or 
else  in  co-ordination  of  their  separ^ite  functions  in  one  or 
other  authority  if  co-operation  cannot  be  obtained. 

The  County  Council  cannot  be  expected  to  provide  permanent 
caccommodation  for  families  as  that  is  the  undoubted  function  of 
the  district  Council,  On  the  other  hand  it  is  as  impossible  and 
undesirable  for  the  district  Council  to  keep  houses  empty  for 
possible  use  as  temporary  accommodation  as  it  is  for  it  to 
allow  those  of  its  tenants  who  ?/ish  to  do  so  to  live  rent  free 
or  to  bre-'ik  the  Council's  rules  (e.g.  cause  statutory  over- 
crowding by  taking  lodgers),  eviction  must  remPuin  as  a threat 
and  it  must  not  be  an  empty  one,  I believe  that  there  is  a 
case  for  the  erection  of  permanent  or  tempor;iry  new  houses  and 
the  conversion  of  old  ones,  v/here  the  shell  is  sound,  to  give 
dwellings  of  a type  7/hich  provides  only  the  barest  essentials 
for  a healtlry  life  and  can,  therefore,  be  let  at  a low  but 
economic  rent  to  these  and  other  "problem"  families.  Such 
dwellings  must  bt  "houses  fit  for  hum  in  habitation'*  but  there 
need  be  no  added  frills, 

'■/hen  these  subjects  lare  discussed,  it  is  almost  invaria,bly 
stated  that  the  root  of  the  trouble  is  rent  restriction  a.nd 
that  the  Housing  Acts  a.re  "unworkable",  /hile  one  must  agree 
that/ 
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that  rent  restriction,  necessary  though  it  has  been  in  these 
post-war  years  3 has  caused  a large  number  of  houses  to  become 
unfit  for  hsibitation  some  of  them  to  such  a degree  as  to  be 
unable  to  be  repaired  at  reasonable  costs  it  is  undeniable 
that  the  Housing  Acts  are  still  law  and  they  can  be  ’’v/orked" 
and  a general  reluctance  to  take  statutory  action  is  an 
importaxit  factor  in  the  decline  of  property  before,  during 
and  since  ,/orld  ./ar  II , 

The  District  Council  is  the  housing  authority  and  it  is  still 
the  duty  of  that  Authority  to  see  that  the  houses  in  the  District 
are  made  fit  for  human  habitation  and  to  house  those  families 
who  for  one  reason  or  another  cannot  find  other  accommodation 
for  themselves.  This  means  that  the  nevv  tenant  of  the  future 
is  likely  to  be,  speaking  very  generally,  on  the  whole  less 
desirable  from  the  Council ’’s  point  of  viev/  than  many  of  those 
housed  in  the  post-war  period.  He  is  likely  to  shov/  more 
eccentricities  of  conduct  and  to  be  less  ready  or  able  to  pay 
the  rent  and  here  it  does  seem  that  any  steps  to  make  it  per- 
missible for  the  rent  to  be  payed  directly,  where  applicable, 
by  the  national  Assistance  Board  or  by  the  employer  to  the 
Council,  would  be  most  advantageous  to  all  concerned. 


■if 


• ..  r.  l 


'i  - 


.- i--';  ‘..O’  Xk  ‘a  ‘ '4  'Xi  ■* 

V .:;',-''i':(  .'X:j  ' 'a;..:'  r..-  i r:  jlR  oris  ::.....■.  -A.  a..’:-  'a 

ad":  • ■'■  '■‘•'03 '■■  + . .*■  ’ ■■■  ..:  "■^'‘  finn:^to*U©'i  i : - I 'HiJ'. 

aiifa-  "*'■  > v:.‘ H .'■■:?a'’r-‘’ "d  X"  *-  ■'.'  :••“■•  "ivJC  ,-  m**- 


-.  lu.  i.K“ 


y.i  J f L.i)X>  V>ti  lC>  Zi^ 

?.-.VP  : : ' ^ . ' ' t o a J - 


■.  i 1 ■•! 


I j-  a i I i o 0 ^,0 j i 0 

.1  . . V 


Viv 


iv^GJ  C -•  ' '.'^t'On  ftilTi’  J-  • ' ;••*■-  dj  . 

■_■  ..w’ ..-i^aori  '■  •'  'r a- : * o*a- 

ibOlTlfjOdd;  XSrlJ’O  I':.'" 


\ .i:  gat 

ri 

•■,ki  u-j. , gloriw  ,ett^  ^ Mi  ..'^03,  vaav  d^‘/r.b).;t5'0^"'  ■ • ■ "' ■ 

■ iV  'lo  Yrt®a' ■'  ;’ liovOi'C'W,  > 

d/.X  , . .;.dnoq^ 


v 'i,-  *0  tftt'fv  ’ 


ji" 


yrii.,'^px 


. ..;  vi(i&' 0:0,'.  ..■'  vO  hhii  tOMtnao  ^0 


f ti  fJJiJJil)  • ■■  00.0  i'd  \,;o.  w;riv  >0;da  4X’0f'  / O'ta ' . k;;’- 

.sXiOoiXqq,'?' . ..:  i:  '-!.!(■.  D-SW  id  0.+  -i'.  -- 

' ’ ':-£4t  o't  fi/.-i  -■^’  '.  d 'to  Ore'od  vc^:  , litttri 

^ .oor^twbaoo  .i.^  t •, {..Xji-cvdYta, vi/o 


- : '■'  ■•«, 'll 


■>1 


, . , * .>i*V.  . 


23. 


Housing  Statistics, 


1.  Inspections  of  dv\felling  houses  during  the  year 

(a)  No.  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts 

(b  ) Inspections  made  for  the  ’purpose 

2.  (a)  No.  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing) 
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Consolidated  Regulations  1925/32 

(b  ) Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

No.  found  to  be  in  a state  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation, 

dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  under 
preceding  sub-heading)  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
the  service  of  a formal  notice. 

No,  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  action  by  L,A.  or  Officers, 

Housing  Act , 

Public  Health  act, 

action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 
years 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sects.  9?  10  and  16 
Housing  Act y 1936, 

(i)  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs , 

(ii)  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b ) By  L.A.  in  default  of  owners. 


) NIL 

) 

) 
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(b  ) proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts? 

(i)  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied,  HIL 

(ii)  Dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notice  s 

(a)  By  owners 

(b  ) By  L.A,  in  default  of  owners, 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Secs, 11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 


(i)  Dwelling  houses  represented  under  Sec. 11  2 

(ii)  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  vemol- 

ition  Orders  were  made,  1 

(iii)  Dwelling  houses  demolished.  1 

(iv)  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  b,y  owner  NIL 

(v)  Dwelling  houses  v/here  undertakings  not  to 
relet  at  the  end  of  the  present  tenancy 
were  accepted  from  the  owner,  1 


(d)  proceedings  under  Sec,  12  of  the  Housing  act,  1936, 

(i)  Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders  v/ere  made.  NIL 

(ii)  No.  of  separate  tenements  and  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined.  NIL 

(e)  proceedings  under  Sec.  25  a-nd  26  of  tne  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(i)  No,  of  houses  dealt  with  under  Sect,  25  NIL 

(ii)  No,  of  Clearance  Orders  made  under  Sec,  26  NIL 

(iii)  No,  of  families  living  in  Clearance  Areas  NIL 

Private  Lnterprise  Building, 

The  number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  during 
the  year  was  five,  with  a further  three  in  the  course  of 
erection,  and  one  licenced  but  not  commenced. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Food  Premises  and  Clean  Food. 

In  the  District  there  are  43  restaurants,  and  hotel 
kitchens,  5 bakers  and  confectioners,  and  4 butchers  who 
engage  in  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  etc.  The  confectioners 
and  butchers  are  fortunate  in  possessing  static  and  regular 
staffs  who  have  the  opportunity  of  securing  a sound  knowledge 
of  hygienic  methods  and  the  efficient  conduct  of  their 
respective  businesses.  This  is  offset  to  some  extent,  however, 
in  some  instances,  by  the  use  of  old  premises  which  are  not 
readily  adaptable  to  modern  methods  and  standards. 

Unfortunately/-  the  remarks  regarding  staffs  cannot  be  said 
to  apply  to  the  catering  staffs  of  restaurant  and  hotel  kitchens, 
many  of  which  close  during  the  winter  months.  It  is  therefore 
inevitable  that  personnel  often  do  not  remain  the  same  from 
year  to  year,  and  difficulty  is  experienced  in  recruiting 
persons  of  the  right  type  during  a period  of  peak  employment. 

In  general,  however,  in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  the 
standards  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  remain  high. 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938.  Sect,  13. 

The  Council  adopted  the  Food  Handling  Byelaws  authorised 
by  this  section  of  the  Act  in  May  1950.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  these  have  provided  a valuable  guide  for  managerial  staffs, 
on  the  part  of  whom  constant  vigilance  has  to  be  exercised  in 
view  of  the  difficulties  already  mentioned  in  the  previous 
paragraph , 

Meat  Inspection. 


The  slaughter  of  animals  for  food  is  conducted  in  a Central 
Abattoir  outside  the  District,  and  all  slaughter  houses  within 
the  District  are  at  present  in  disuse.  There  is,  however,  a 
Meat  Depot  for  the  distribution  of  meat  to  the  Local  Butchers, 
and  this  depot,  together  with  the  butchers'  shops  is  inspected 
regularly.  As  an  inspectorial  staff  is  employed  at  the  Central 
Abattoir,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  it  is  seldom  necessary 
to  condemn  fresh  meat  in  the  District,  In  fact,  none  was  con- 
demned during  the  year  under  review. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947, 

There  are  at  present  27  deeilers  in  ice-cream  in  the  District 
24  of  whom  serve  only  ice-cream  which  has  been  subjected  to 
treatment  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  in  factories  outside 
the  District.  Of  the  remaining  3,  two  produce  a hot  mix,  and 
one  uses  a complete  cold  mix. 

During  the  season  fortnightly  samples  of  ice-cream  have 
been  taken  for  submission  to  the  provisional  Methylene  Blue 
test  and  a percentage  summa.ry  of  results  is  appended  overleaf. 
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Regarding  the  raanuf acturers , the  one  using  the  complete 
cold  mix  has  consistently  produced  a product  in  the  provisional 
Grade  1.  Of  the  two  raanuf  ;cturing  the  hot  mix,  one  has 
premises  and  methods  of  a high  standard.  The  other  v/as  referred 
to  in  lp*st  year’s  report  as  unsatisfactory,  and  results  of 
samples  from  these  premises  were  considerably  under  the  desirable 
minimum.  However  the  premises  for  which  plans  had  been  sub- 
mitted were  erected  before  the  1952  season  and  were  used  through- 
out the  season,  ./hilst  this  manufacturer  still  produced  ice- 
cream which  seldom  reacned  the  provisional  Grade  1 the  general 
stand.ard  w is  considerably  higher,  p.nd  no  samples  were  recorded 
in  Grade  IV,  It  is  hoped  hy  constant  supervision  to  effect 
considerably  more  improvement  in  the  1953  season. 

Methylene  Blue  Test  - Results  of  samples. 


Rrovisional  Grade  I 

~ 

506 

II 

— 

33.1/3/0 

III 

- 

16.2/3/ 

ri 

— 

NIL. 
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prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 


Smallpox.  No  case  was  reported  during  the  year  under  review. 
iT  must  however  be  remembered  that  an  increasing  number  of 
persons  v;ho  are  incubating  Smallpox  arrive  in  this  country  and 
with  the  modern  rapid  :ien'iG  of  tr  tV.^1  'wailable,  tnis  d uig^r  is 
increase.  The  danger  to  an  unv  iccins-ted  or  part -vaccinated 
person  is  a very  real  and  alarming  one  and  the  vaccination 
figures  for  the  District  for  1952  (set  out  below)  give  no  cause 
for  complacency; 

Vaccina.ted  42 
Re-vaccinated  - 13  <. 

Iviaximum  publicity  must  be  given  to  the  advisability  of  parents 
having  their  babies  vaccinated  at  about  the  age  of  4 months, 
when  primary  vaccination  carries  the  least  risk  of  complications. 

Diphtheria.  No  c...ses  were  recorded  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  children  immunised  during  1952  wf.s; 

Primary  Immunisation  - 52. 

Boosters  - 40. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the  Infant  '/elfare  Centre,  Castle, 
Bude,  and  also  when  required  at  School  Medical  Inspections. 
Applic'ation  for  immunisation  can  be  made  to  the  Cornwall  County 
Nurses  or  arrangements  can  be  made  with  General  Practitioners 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946.  It  should  be  pointed 
out  that  although  p.s  a result  of  immunisation  very  few  c.ises  of 
diphtheria  now  occur,  the  disc  ise  itself  is  by  no  me  .ms  a thing 
of  the  pp.st.  Carriers  of  the  disease  are  frequently  found  and 
when  they  pass  their  infection  on  to  unprotected  children  it 
usua.lly  takes  a very  severe  form.  Bvery  effort  must  be  made  to 
persua.de  the  parents  of  p.ll  children,  especiallj^  babies,  to  have 
them  protected  by  immunisation  as  it  is  the  level  of  immunity  in 
the  population  as  well  which  keeps  the  disease  at  bay. 

Measles  and  hhooping  Cough.  Here  again  it  is  the  level  of  i^mmunity 
in  the  populp.tion  that  mp.tters  .and  the  table  below  shows  the 
notifications  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  during  the  pa,st  5 years 

Mea.sles  dhooping  Cough. 

1948  - 1 

1949  2 

1950  1 

1951  123 
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An  effective  whooping  cough  vaccine  is  now  available  and  can  be 
administered  in  combination  with  biphtheria  Prophylactic,  It 
is  very  well  worth  while  to  have  babies  protected  from  whooping 
cough,  a disease  which  while  it  seldom  kills,  frequently  leaves 
chronic  chest  conditions  which  persist  through  life.  This 
protection  is  afforded  under  the  same  arrangements  as  those  des- 
cribed above  for  diphtheria. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis,  No  case  was  notified  in  1952. 


Tuberculosis , 


Males 

Pul,  Non.  Pul, 


Females 

Pul,  Non, Pul. 


Gases  on  Register  51.12.51 
No,  of  cases  notified  during 
1952 

Cases  restored 
Inward  transfers 
Cases  removed 


14  2 15 

2-1 

2 2 6 


5 


5 


Gases  on  register  51.12.52. 


14 0 8 g 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925?  in  connection  with 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956,  which 
deals  V7ith  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  patients  and  the  County  Council  for  the  prevention 
of  spread  of  the  disease  and  after-care  of  the  patients. 


Out-patients  and  contacts  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician 
(Dr.  Mellor ) at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  naunceston  Hospital,  The 
County  Council  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attends  the  Clinic, 
follows  up  the  patients  in  their  homes,  traces  contacts  and 
sources  of  infection  and  thus  acting  as  a most  valuable  and 
essential  '‘liaison  officer"  betv^een  the  curative  and  preventive 
services,  bridges  a most  alarming  gap. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  tha,t  at  the  end  of  1952  all 
susceptible  contacts  of  known  cases  in  the  bistrict  had  been 
offered  B.C.G.  Vaccination.  By  the  end  of  1952  65  persons  had 
received  this  protection  in  Area  No.  6. 

Food  Poisoning. 

One  case  was  reported  during  the  year.  Casual  organism  vi/as 
Salmonella  Thomson  and  the  food  involved  was  not  found.  The 
patient  recovered. 
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Factories  Act 
Classified  list  of 

1937, 

Registered  Factories 

as  at  31st 

fecember 

..  .1952, 

Nature  of  E 

Imployment  Power 

Nor 

L-power , 

1,  Foot  Manufacture 

4 

2.  'Vearing  Apparel 

(a)  Boots  8c  shoes  3 

- 

(b  ) Outfitting  1 

- 

3.  Carpentry,  Joinery  1 Sawmills  6 

2 

4 . Garages , Repair 

Shops  & 

Engineers  9 

2 

5.  Laundries 

1 

- 

So  Monumental  Masons 

- 

1 

7.  Gas  Works 

1 

8o  Plumbers 

1 

9 . fairies 

2 

— 

10. Electric  Engineering 

1 

1 

11 , Ph  ot  ography 

- 

2 

12, Printing  .'^orks 

1 

- 

13. Cabinet  Makers  & Upholsterers 

3 

Summary  of 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Inspections, 

fescription  of 

No,  of 

No,  of  defects  No 

. of 

defects 

Premises 

visits 

found. 

remedied 

Bakehouses 

23 

3 

3 

fairies 

49 

2 

2 

Food  Preparation  places 

; 183 

7 

7 

Factories 

151 

8 

3 

Housing 

381 

26 

26 

Butchers 

48 

- 

- 

Shops 

93 

- 

- 

Water  Supplies 

32 

- 

Infectious  fisease 

22 

— 

- 

Verminous  Premises 

9 

— 

Pests  festruction 

39 

- 

- 

Nuisances  and 

defects 

remedied  during  the  year. 

Overcrovvding 

3 

Refuse  Receptacles 

3 

Keeping  of  animals 

11 

Camping  sites 

3 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Yard  paving 

- 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

fampness 

9 

(b ) defective 

6 

Roofs  & rainwater  pipes 

9 

f rainage 

Floors 

1 

(a.)  reconstructed 

1 

Walls  and  ceilings 

5 

(b)  repaired 

18 

Windows  & Ventilation 

- 

(c)  cleansed 

31 

Water  supplies 

— 

Ce  sspools 

(a)  abolished 

7 

(b  ) repaired 

4 

Total  visits  of  all  kinds  by  th 

e Inspector  during  the 

year 

• - 2018 

2018, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


k^e  and  Sex  distribution  of  Cases 

and  Beaths  - 1932, 


Affe  Croups 
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00 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 


New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Other 

M,  P,  M,  F, 


Death  s 

Pulmonary  Other 

M.  F,  M,  F, 


2 


1 


1 

1 


1 


TOTAL 


2 


1 


3 
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Table;  ii 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 

Summary  for  Previous  Years. 

Births  Deaths 

Lstimated  Under  lyr  All  ages 


Year 

population 

No, 

Crude  Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No, 

Crude  Death 

Rate , 

1948 

5,170 

80 

15.47 

4 

50 

82 

15.86 

1949 

5,207 

63 

12.10 

2 

31.74 

88 

16  90 

1950 

5,286 

56 

10.59 

O 

C. 

53.57 

87 

16.45 

1951 

5,254 

73 

13.89 

3 

41.09 

96 

18.27 

1952 

5,126 

71 

13.85 

Nil 

Nil 

78 

15.21 

TABLE  III 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 
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Pneumonia-  1 

Erysipelas 
Poliom^relitis  (para) 
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Eysentery 
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Food  Poisoning  1 
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TABLE  IV 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Lise  ;se  in  Cornwall 
County  Go  unci  1 kps  a 6 durin^?<  1932  . 
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